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Tracy Tarvers here; I'm from Truro on the Cape.  At age 34, I was well traveled, working on my 

third business, very HEALTHY and HAPPY.  But then...  
 

On July 1997, my car was hit from behind, I was seriously injured and Med Flighted to Mass 

General. I sustained BOTH a Traumatic Brain Injury and a Spinal Cord Injury and was in a coma 

for one month.  I was then transferred to Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital and stayed for 7 

month. 
 

After some time, I was placed and spent one full year at the Provincetown Nursing Home.  From 

there, I was transferred to Assisted Living with 'Mentor' in Taunton where I was able to start my 

road to recovery.  Through the Statewide Head Injury Program (SHIP), I was transferred to a 

'Lifestream' house and moved to New Bedford.  Because of their assistance with living, I am able 

to achieve my Goals;  
  

1. I am an advocate for people with brain injuries. 

 

     2.  Four days a week I work out at the YMCA, 
  

     3.  Every month I lead a Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts (BIA-MA) Brain Injury 

Support Group,  
  

     4.  Every other month, at the Fall River Police Department, I make a presentation for BIA-

MA Prevention Program called Brains At  Risk for court appointed folks who do NONO's on the 

road, 
  

     5.  l am also a BIA-MA Ambassador for presenting available programs to organized clubs 

such as The Rotary, and The Kiwanis  
 

     I have come here to explain that funding should be increased for people with brain injury and 

certainly not decreased.  Survivors of brain injury already receive less support than any other 

major disability group.  We need more services and for more people to receive those services. 
 

     Just imagine if you, or someone you truly care about, were injured,  How would you feel 

about being told that before 2012 the state was able to help you in some ways but now, because 

of detrimental budget cuts, some or all of your services and programs are being eliminated.  If I 

lose services from SHIP, my life would be very different and I could not achieve my goals. 
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